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My Own Experience in Early Intervention  

Deaf Mentor since 2003 

 

(One of 45 trained)  

 

Illinois Hands & Voices 

 

Hands & Voices, Deaf/Hard of Hearing Infusion 



My  

Own 

Journey 



The Deaf Gene in my family:  7510T>C  



Three kidsé 

 
Three different 

communication 

needs.  



In my work in early intervention 

over the last 15 years and in 23 

years of raising kids, Iõve found this 

to be true:  

òYou can find successful users of 

every possible communication 

choice.ó 



Deaf and Hard of Hearing Adults on the 

Family Journeyé 

Our Deaf Mentor was the 

person we needed to have in 

our life so that we could 

understand what our 

daughter was capable of 

becoming as an adult.  

 

Veronica Roman, 

Maya and Davidõs mom 



ñKnowledge about what a child who is deaf or 

hard of hearing could become and the things 

s/he could accomplish, can dramatically alter the 

sequence of the process of grieving.ò 

 

Christie Yoshinaga-Itano 

The Impact of Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Adults on the Grief Process:  



ÅHow do you use the phone? 

ÅHow do you know when the phone rings? 

ÅWere you teased/bullied as a child?  

ÅDid/do you have a hard time finding a job?  

ÅWhy donõt you have a cochlear implant? 

ÅWhat happens when your hearing aids break 

down? 

ÅHow do you and your husband communicate 

in the dark? 

ÅDo you wish you could hear normally? 

ÅHow do you hear ambulances and fire trucks 

when you drive? 

Parents Have Questions 



The Benefits of Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing Adults on the familyõs journey:  

ÅA unique perspective of possibilities 

and challenges 

ÅThe experience of being Deaf/Hard 

of Hearing 

ÅGuidance from a mentor  

ÅHope  
 



The Mac and Cheese Story 



Helen Keller:  

 

My role model 

 
(Or, why diversity is 

important)  



Parents who see D/deaf and hard of  

hearing adults as valuable members 

of their  team, begin to understand  

the potential in their child . 
 

Christie Yoshinaga-Itano 

 



When I grow up, I want to beé 



3.17 Billion People Use the Internet  



Vint Cerf 

òFather of the Internetó 

Vice President of Google 

Served on board of Gallaudet University  

Vint is hard of hearing  
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