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My Own Experience In Early Intervention

Deaf Mentor since 2003
(One of 45 trained)
lllinois Hands & Voices

Hands & Voices, Deaf/Hard of Hearing Infusion



Journey




The Deaf Gene In my family: 7510T>C



Three ki1 ds

Three different
communication
needs.



In my work In early intervention
over the last 15 years and in 23
yvears of railsing

to be true:
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oOoYou can find success
every possible communication
choi ce. O



Deaf and Hard of Hearing Adults on the
Fami |y Jour neylé



The Impact of Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Adults on the Grief Process:

N Kn o wl abalitgv@at a child who is deaf or
hard of hearing could become and the things
s/he could accomplish, can dramatically alter the

sequence of the process of grieving. 0

Christie Yoshinaga-Itano




A How do you use the phone?

A How do you know when the phone rings?

A Were you teased/bullied as a child?

A Did/do you have a hard time finding a job?

AWhy dondt you have a cochl e

AWhat happens when your hearing aids break
down?

A How do you and your husband communicate
In the dark?

A Do you wish you could hear normally?

A How do you hear ambulances and fire trucks
when you drive?




The Benefits of Deaf and Hard of
Heari ng Adults on t he§

AA unique perspective of possibilities
and challenges

AThe experience of being Deaf/Hard
of Hearing

AGuidance from a mentor

AHope



The Mac and Cheese Story




Helen Keller:

My role model

(Or, why diversity Is
Important)




Parents who see D/deaf and hard of
hearing adults as valuable members
of their team, begin to understand
the potential in their child

Christie Yoshinagaltano







3.17 Billion People Use the Internet
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Vint Cerf
oFather of the I nterne
Vice President of Google

Served on board of Gallaudet University
Vint Is hard of hearing
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